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Working as a Team –
Risk Management Agency,
Farm Service Agency, 
Natural Resources Conservation Service, 
Rural Development.

Supporting the USDA’s effort to increase Beginning Farmers and Ranchers outreach, access and success, across USDA programs.

William (Bill) Ferris
Risk Management Specialist

Raleigh Regional Office
Beginning Farmers, Ranchers and Veterans 

Team member in 
NC,ME,NH,VT,MA,RI,NY,CT,PA,MD,NJ,DE,WV and VA.

 william.ferris@usda.gov

(919) 875-4880
Cell (919) 621-9047 

Outreach and Education

mailto:william.ferris@usda.gov
https://www.rma.usda.gov/Topics/Outreach-and-Education


Risk Management Agency
• Serving America’s agricultural producers
through effective, market-based risk management tools 
to strengthen the economic stability of agricultural 
producers and rural communities.

Manage Your Farm 
Risk | RMA 

(usda.gov)
Insurance Resources | 
RMA (usda.gov)

Outreach and Education | 
RMA (usda.gov)

Beginning Farmers, Ranchers, Veterans | 
RMA (usda.gov)

www.rma.usda.gov 

https://www.rma.usda.gov/Topics/Manage-Your-Farm-Risk
https://www.rma.usda.gov/Topics/Manage-Your-Farm-Risk
https://www.rma.usda.gov/Topics/Manage-Your-Farm-Risk
https://www.rma.usda.gov/Topics/Insurance-Resources
https://www.rma.usda.gov/Topics/Insurance-Resources
https://www.rma.usda.gov/Topics/Outreach-and-Education
https://www.rma.usda.gov/Topics/Outreach-and-Education
https://www.rma.usda.gov/Topics/Beginning-or-Veteran-Farmers-and-Ranchers
https://www.rma.usda.gov/Topics/Beginning-or-Veteran-Farmers-and-Ranchers
http://www.rma.usda.gov/


RMA Organization
• RMA has Three Divisions

• Insurance Services
Ensures that the insurance policies being developed benefit local 
farms and local community needs.

Also works to determine how cost effective these programs will be 
for the taxpayer. Regional Offices are part of this division.

• Product Management
Works to develop, test, and review crop insurance products to make 
sure they are cost effective and actuarial sound.

• Compliance
Works to safeguard the crop insurance program by evaluating and 
investigating programs for fraud, waste, and abuse. Recommends program 
changes to resolve issues.



Raleigh Regional Office
RMA Regional Offices (RO)

• RMA's eyes in the field, keeping in close contact with local producers, 
grower groups, universities, and government agencies.

• ROs provide information on local pilot programs, growing conditions, and 
participating crop reinsurance companies/agents.

Raleigh Regional Office

4405 Bland Rd, Suite 160

Raleigh, NC 27609-6293

rsonc@usda.gov

(919) 875-4880

mailto:rsonc@usda.gov


RMA Regional Offices

https://www.rma.usda.gov/RMALocal/Field-Offices/Regional-Offices

https://www.rma.usda.gov/RMALocal/Field-Offices/Regional-Offices


Risk Management in Agriculture
Risk management and crop insurance helps 
farmers prepare for uncertainty about:
• Weather
• Commodity Prices
• Commodity Yields
• Government Policies
• Foreign Markets and Trading



https://www.rma.usda.gov/

https://www.rma.usda.gov/


State Specific Information
Pennsylvania
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https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/RMALocal/Pennsylvania

https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/RMALocal/Pennsylvania


Crop Information

Actuarial Information Browser
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https://webapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/actuarialinformationbrowser/CropCriteria.aspx

https://webapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/actuarialinformationbrowser/CropCriteria.aspx


Crop Criteria (usda.gov)

https://webapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/actuarialinformationbrowser/CropCriteria.aspx


MPCI Policies









Insurance Plans | RMA (usda.gov)

https://www.rma.usda.gov/Policy-and-Procedure/Insurance-Plans


Insurance Plans | RMA (usda.gov)

https://www.rma.usda.gov/Policy-and-Procedure/Insurance-Plans


National Fact Sheets

Insurance Plans | RMA (usda.gov)

https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/Topics/National-Fact-Sheets
https://www.rma.usda.gov/Policy-and-Procedure/Insurance-Plans
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Insurance Plans | RMA (usda.gov)

https://www.rma.usda.gov/Policy-and-Procedure/Insurance-Plans


Insurance Plans | RMA (usda.gov)

https://www.rma.usda.gov/Policy-and-Procedure/Insurance-Plans


PRF Rainfall (usda.gov)

https://public-rma.fpac.usda.gov/apps/PRF


PRF Rainfall (usda.gov)

https://public-rma.fpac.usda.gov/apps/PRF


Livestock Insurance Plans | RMA (usda.gov)

https://www.rma.usda.gov/Topics/Livestock-Insurance-Plans












https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/Information-Tools/Nursery-
Inventory-Software-EPLPPS

https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/Information-Tools/Nursery-Inventory-Software-EPLPPS
https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/Information-Tools/Nursery-Inventory-Software-EPLPPS


Other Information
Home | RMA (usda.gov)

https://www.rma.usda.gov/en


Resources:
https://www.rma.usda.gov/-/media/RMA/Policies/Micro-Farm/2022/Micro-Farm-Pilot--
Provisions-22-MF-WFRP.ashx

https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/Fact-Sheets/National-Fact-Sheets/Micro-Farm-Program

https://www.rma.usda.gov/-/media/RMA/Fact-Sheets/National-Fact-Sheets/Micro-Farm-
Program.ashx?la=en

https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/News-Room/Press/Press-Releases/2021-News/Small-
Scale-Local-Producers-Get-Improved-Insurance-Coverage-through-New-Micro-Farm-Policy

https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/Topics/Prevented-Planting

https://www.rma.usda.gov/Topics/National-Fact-Sheets

https://www.rma.usda.gov/-/media/RMA/Policies/Micro-Farm/2022/Micro-Farm-Pilot--Provisions-22-MF-WFRP.ashx
https://www.rma.usda.gov/-/media/RMA/Policies/Micro-Farm/2022/Micro-Farm-Pilot--Provisions-22-MF-WFRP.ashx
https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/Fact-Sheets/National-Fact-Sheets/Micro-Farm-Program
https://www.rma.usda.gov/-/media/RMA/Fact-Sheets/National-Fact-Sheets/Micro-Farm-Program.ashx?la=en
https://www.rma.usda.gov/-/media/RMA/Fact-Sheets/National-Fact-Sheets/Micro-Farm-Program.ashx?la=en
https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/News-Room/Press/Press-Releases/2021-News/Small-Scale-Local-Producers-Get-Improved-Insurance-Coverage-through-New-Micro-Farm-Policy
https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/News-Room/Press/Press-Releases/2021-News/Small-Scale-Local-Producers-Get-Improved-Insurance-Coverage-through-New-Micro-Farm-Policy
https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/Topics/Prevented-Planting
https://www.rma.usda.gov/Topics/National-Fact-Sheets




https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/Information-Tools/Agent-Locator

https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/Information-Tools/Agent-Locator


Where can you buy crop insurance?

RMA Agent Locator
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https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/Information-Tools/Agent-Locator

https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/Information-Tools/Agent-Locator


Approved Insurance Provider (AIP) Listing for Agents

https://public-rma.fpac.usda.gov/AipListing/InsuranceProviders

https://public-rma.fpac.usda.gov/AipListing/InsuranceProviders


https://public-rma.fpac.usda.gov/AipListing/InsuranceProviders

https://public-rma.fpac.usda.gov/AipListing/InsuranceProviders


Pennsylvania Crop Insurance
State Profile 2022 





Collaboration

• Government organizations

• County programs

• Non-profit organizations

• School systems

• Volunteers

https://www.rd.usda.gov/


???? Questions ????
Risk Management Specialist - Beginning Farmer and Rancher Program –  
919-621-9047
 William (Bill) Ferris  william.ferris@usda.gov 

mailto:william.ferris@usda.gov


Thank You !
William (Bill) Ferris

Risk Management Specialist, Raleigh Regional 
Office

Beginning Farmers and Ranchers Team 
william.ferris@usda.gov

(919) 875-4880

Cell (919) 621-9047 

mailto:william.ferris@usda.gov


Currently live in 
Falling Waters, WV.    

• William (Bill) Ferris – Ferris, has assisted 
farmers and ranchers as, Veteran, High 
School Vo Ag teacher, Cargill Seed Sales, 
Agriculture Business Owner, Farm 
Management Coordinator, Cooperative 
Extension Educator, USDA Risk Management 
Agency, Raleigh and Topeka Regional Office 
and the Beginning Farmers, Ranchers, and 
Veterans Program. Raised on a Farm in Up 
State NY, after serving in USAF, attend College 
at NDSU – (Go BISON) 



Producers should know the full extent of the ag safety net, and how to find the state 
departments of ag, state veterinarian, etc. as well as what their actual home and farm-
owners policy would cover.

For more information, visit http://taxpayer.net/category/agriculture

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/farm-bill/farm-safety-net/index

https://www.agriculture.pa.gov/FoodForThought/pages/Article.aspx?post=63

https://www.agriculture.pa.gov/

http://taxpayer.net/category/agriculture
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/farm-bill/farm-safety-net/index
https://www.agriculture.pa.gov/FoodForThought/pages/Article.aspx?post=63
https://www.agriculture.pa.gov/
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